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Glossary/Definitions of Key Terms

BINUH: a Security Council-established special political mission focused only on
providing advisory services with the purpose of building political stability,
fostering a peaceful and stable environment, and safeguarding and promoting
human rights in Haiti

Core Group: The Core Group is a council made up of foreign diplomats from
nations with political and economic interests in Haiti, as well as representatives
from a number of multilateral organizations and agencies. It first met in 2004
under the authority of the UN Security Council resolution that resulted in the
foreign military occupation of Haiti (including the IMF and World Bank). To
organize the many divisions and components of the UN occupation in Haiti, the
Core Group was established (at the time MINUSTAH, now BINUH). Although The
Core Group's membership has changed throughout the years since it was first
established, it now consists of nine countries: Brazil, Canada, France, Germany,
Spain, the United States, the European Union, the Organization of American
States, and the United Nations. Notably, the organization frequently meets
without a Haitian presence and has never had a Haitian representative.

MINUSTAH: After President Bertrand Aristide left Haiti for exile in February
2004, this UN peacekeeping force was first established to replace the
Multinational Interim Force (MIF), which had been authorized by the UN Security
Council. Up until the start of the follow-up operation MINUJUSTH on October
15, 2017, it operated under the mandate "to restore a secure and stable
environment, to promote the political process, to strengthen Haiti's
Government institutions and rule-of-law structures, as well as to promote and
protect human rights."

MINUJUSTH: the resolution that replaced the one above, which called for the
ultimate removal of military troops from MINUSTAH to make room for civilian
workers as well as police and corrections officials. The mandate for this program
expires on October 15, 2019. With the completion of the mission, 15 years of UN
peacekeeping operations in Haiti came to an end.
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Peacekeeping: activities approved by the United Nations Security Council that
support the organizing of elections, safeguard and advance human rights, help
restore the rule of law, as well as ease the democratic process, keep the public
safe, aid in the disarming of fighters, and preserve stability and peace.

PetroCaribe: a regional economic organization and strategic oil alliance
established by the former president of Venezuela, Hugo Chavez, on June 29,
2005, with the goal of fostering cooperation among neighbors. In accordance
with this financial arrangement, Venezuela permits its associates to buy oil and
petroleum products at market prices for up to half the total cost up front, with
interest-free terms for a grace period.

Introduction to the United Nations Security Council

The General Assembly (GA), Security Council, Economic and Social Council
(ECOSOC), Trusteeship Council, International Court of Justice, and UN
Secretariat are the six main institutions established under the UN Charter. The
Security Council's primary chapters are Chapters V, VI, VII, and VIII. The topics
of its composition, powers, voting, and process are covered in Chapter V. While
Chapter VII covers Security Council action with regard to threats to the peace,
breaches of the peace, and acts of aggression, Chapter VI discusses Security
Council action for the pacifistic resolution of conflicts. The Security Council's
interactions with regional agreements or organizations are covered in Chapter
VIII.
Composition of the Security Council

The People's Republic of China, France, the Russian Federation, the United
Kingdom, and the United States are the five permanent members of the Security
Council. The other ten non-permanent members are chosen by the General
Assembly for two-year terms that are not renewable (Article 23).

The Mandate of the Security Council

According to UN Charter Article 24's fundamental mandate, the Security Council
has "primary responsibility for the maintenance of international peace and
security." The Charter specifies many ways for the Council to carry out its 

 
4



University of Western Ontario, London, Canada
1151 Richmond Street | https://www.uwomun.org

 

WESMUN 2022 | UN SOCHUM Background Guide

WESMUN 2022

duties. Its objectives include preserving world peace and security, fostering
diplomatic and peaceful relations between states, fostering collaboration to
resolve global issues, fostering respect for human rights, and serving as a hub
for harmonizing worldwide policy.

Background to the Topic:

While the US had engaged in Haiti previous to 1915, the invasion and occupation
from 1915 to 1934 is notable because the US directly controlled Haiti's political
and economic policy during that time period. The 19-year occupation worked to
assure that US interests trumped those of other European nations in the
country. Five distinct Haitian presidents "controlled" Haiti over a 19-year period,
until President Stenio Vincent (1930-1941) came to power. However, even
throughout Vincent's reign, US influence in the Caribbean island would remain
strong.

Prior to François Duvalier's ascension to power in 1957, Haiti had ten presidents,
the majority of whom barely served for three months to a year. Prior to
Duvalier's ascension, the West desired complicit elites to rule Haiti. When a
Black elite and middle class arose, Western attention shifted rapidly to
individuals who could best implement (or protect) the interests of foreign
governments within the state. Needless to say, the West found a partner in
Duvalier, who ran on a platform of increasing ethnic solidarity in the Black
Republic but instead followed Western governments' and corporations'
preferred policies. To accomplish this, the Duvalier regime resorted to murder,
kidnapping, and widespread brutalization of the masses.

When François Duvalier died in 1971, his constitutional proclamation, which
granted him the presidency for life in Haiti, was passed down to his son, Jean
Claude Duvalier, who assumed the powers of the Presidency and continued on
his father's brutal legacy. For the vast majority of Haitians, economic and social
deterioration endured in Haiti during the Duvaliers' 30-year dictatorship. In the
face of demonstrations calling for the end of his government, Duvalier fled the
country in 1986. This somewhat popular triumph was followed by a new round
of foreign occupations. Haiti would not see its first president elected 
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democratically until 1991.

The candidate of the Lavalas popular movement, Jean-Bertrand Aristide, was
elected president of Haiti by more than two-thirds of voters in 1990. He worked
to raise the minimum wage, reform trade laws to support domestic agricultural
output, and make improvements to healthcare and education. Aristide was
reelected in 2000 as a member of the reformed Fanmi Lavalas party, which
adopted a stronger Marxist posture than its predecessor had after being
deposed by a military dictatorship. As part of the deliberate diplomacy of the
UN, Canada, and France, a group of U.S. Navy Seals took the President to exile in
Africa on February 29, 2004. The United States and United Nations assert that
instead of staging a coup d'état, they saved Aristide from an escalating military
war between the President's supporters and opponents, which they allege was
endangering global security. However, Aristide maintains that his "rescue" was
forced upon him. 

Diplomatic documents that were leaked show that senior U.S. and UN officials
made a concerted effort to stop Aristide from going back to Haiti. In an apparent
effort to crush the Fanmi Lavalas movement, President Barack Obama (2009-
present), UN Secretaries General Kofi Annan (1997-2006), and Ban Ki-moon
(2007-present), have all lobbied the South African government to keep Aristide
imprisoned there. The political void left by the claimed coup was the setting in
which the forerunner of MINUSTAH was established.

MINUSTAH existed in Haiti under Chapter VII of the UN Charter, under which the
“[Security] Council may impose measures on states that have obligatory legal

force and therefore need not depend on the consent of the states involved. To

do this, the Council must determine that the situation constitutes a threat or

breach of the peace.” Thus, the assumption behind the mission's presence in

the nation is that since 2004, the international body politic has been threatened
by the social and political unrest in Haiti. Therefore, MINUSTAH was a
substantially funded international United nations
peacekeeping force assigned to carry out security duties, oversee elections, and
provide support to human rights organizations in order to stop Haiti from
violating international peace. With the dismantling of MINUSTAH, the UN
occupation was formally terminated in 2017. However, the UN has continued to 
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operate in Haiti under a new name: the United Nations Integrated Office in Haiti
(BINUH).

On July 7, 2021, long before morning, nine SUVs came at Haitian President
Jovenel Moise's house outside of Port-au-Prince. He had been clinging to power
since February, sparking weekly protests by thousands of Haitians who accused
him of corruption, notably in relation to Petrocaribe, a scheme through which
Venezuela provided Haiti with billions of dollars in oil and development
payments each year. A small group of mercenaries gained access to the
president's residence and assassinated him while posing as officers of the
American Drug Enforcement Agency (the DEA, which maintains a presence in
Haiti to assist with counter-narcotics operations). As an example of BINUH’s
continued significant role In Haiti's internal political issues, shortly after Moise
was killed, its representative, Helen La Lime, said that Claude Joseph would take
over as the country's president. Later, it was required that Ariel Henry assume
the role of president, and on July 20, 2021, a new Haitian government was
declared with Henry as its head. Although the present administration of Haiti
lacks a democratic mandate and has faced widespread resistance, including
rallies that have place even during the COVID-19 outbreak, the worldwide
coalition of BINUH continues to support it. Haiti's security
situation has worsened to the point that gang and criminal violence, ongoing
protests, and popular action against the government are plaguing the nation.

After China requested private deliberations on the draft resolution, the UN
Security Council postponed its decision on whether to prolong the UN political
mission in Haiti on July 13. Later, on July 15, the Security Council unanimously
voted to extend BINUH's mandate through July 15, 2023, by adopting resolution
2645.
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Key Issues

• Does Haiti constitute a danger to world peace and order?

• Are the issues that Haiti is facing likely to be solved by further UN
intervention?

Relevant Treaties and Events

• Chapter VII of the United Nations Charter

• UN Security Council Resolution 1529 (S/RES/1529): On February 29, 2004, the
UN Security Council authorized the deployment of an international force to
Haiti to stabilize the situation following a coup that ended in the removal of
President Jean-Bertrand Aristide from power.

• UN Security Council Resolution 1542 (S/RES/1542): On June 1, 2004, the United
Nations Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH) is founded.

• UN Security Council Resolution 2350 (S/RES/2350) : As MINUSTAH's
replacement, the United Nations Mission for Justice Support in Haiti
(MINUJUSTH) is created.

• UN Security Council Resolution 2476 (S/RES/2350): On June 25, 2019, the
Integrated Office of the United Nations in Haiti (BINUH) is launched.

• UN Security Council Resolution 2645 (S/RES/2645): The UNSC decides to
prolong the BINUH's term until July 15, 2023 in line with its resolution 2476
(2019).
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